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Young Indonesian wins inaugural international film award

25th October  2007  A  young  Indonesian  animator  and  filmmaker  has  seen  off 

competition from nine others from around the world to win the inaugural British Council 

International  Young  Screen  Entrepreneur  of  the  Year  2007  in  association  with  the 

London Film Festival and Creative Business Wales.

The panel of judges were impressed by his approach saying, “Charismatic and highly 

committed to the development of an animation in Indonesia, Wahyu has it all: passion, a 

solid and commercial business model, and a highly participatory approach.  His 

animation school and festival has already had real impact on the local economy. An 

ambitious leader, the jury has faith he will succeed in building a strong animation 

industry in his country.”

IYSEY  is  the  global  search  for  the  brightest  and  best  international  young  screen 

entrepreneur.  The  British  Council  has  brought  ten  outstanding  young  people  from 

emerging markets in the international film industry together in the UK to celebrate their 

creativity and enterprise for the film scene in their  own country and to network with 

people from the UK business.

The winner, Wahyu, is a digital artist and activist whose aim is to make careers in the 

animation and film industry more accessible to all. At the age of 24 he set up his own 

company.  Since 2004,  more than 500 students have graduated from his company’s 

School of Animation and Cinema, where he regularly teaches and promotes animation 

to  students  across  Indonesia.  Hello:Fest,  the  first  Indonesian  festival  of  short  and 

animation  film  annually  attracts  10,000  young  and  professional  audiences  and 

showcases over 400 new animations.

The  award,  a  unique  bowl  by  the  acclaimed  glassmaker  Gillies  Jones  Glass,  was 

presented  by  Duncan  Kenworthy,  producer  of  such  hits  as  Four  Weddings  and  a 

Funeral, Notting Hill, and Love Actually who has won five BAFTA awards, three Emmys 

and Oscar and Golden Globe nominations and in1999 received an OBE for services to 



the film industry. Wahyu will also receive a financial prize of £7,500 to be spent on a 

collaborative project with the British Council.

For further information and photographs please contact Ellen Miller at the British 
Council  on  020  7389  4939  ellen.miller@britishcouncil.org or  visit 
www.britishcouncil.org

Notes to Editors 
The British Council 

• The British Council is the UK’s international organisation for educational opportunities 

and cultural relations. 

• We operate in 220 towns and cities in 110 countries and territories worldwide. 

• We build relationships and understanding between people in the UK and other countries 

and increase appreciation of the UK’s ideas and achievements overseas. 

• The areas we focus on are creativity, education and civil society. 

• We are a non-political organisation which operates at arm’s length from government.

• Our income in 2004/05 was £475.5 million, of which our grant-in-aid from the British 

government was £172 million.
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